A Schneiders’ look

activities. “We’ve always focused on in-
ternational markets,” explained Alfons
Schneider to MFF. “Exports represent
85% of our turnover and we expect to
see slight growth in 2008. In particular,
Italy is our second largest market after
Germany, which remains firmly in first
position.” Schneiders has two showro-
oms in Italy, in Milan and Rome, and a
sales network that includes boutiques li-
ke Neglia and Bardelli in Milan, Duca
d’Aosta in Venice and Oberrauch in
Bolzano; in the rest of the world it is di-
stributed in stores like Louis Boston,
Harrods, Barneys and KaDeWe. “We
don’t have any plans to open a single-
brand store in the near future, but when
we decide to invest in the sector, we will
definitely rely on one of our clients. We
don’t want to go into competition with
them.” concluded Schneider. (All rights
reserved) Cristiana Cicuto
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developments are patented and introduced onto the
market by giving the licence to companies that pro-
duce the finished product and supplying them with
machinery, materials and equipment to apply it to fo-
otwear and gloves. The Chinese controlled company
Innova (whose head office is in Guangzhu) is also
involved in its business. There are ten employees in
Ttaly and 15 in China. The firm also has an important
technical and business partnership with the Japanese
company Komatsu Seiren, which specialises in the
production of high-tech polymer film. Komatsu pro-
duces the membrane used in Outdry technology and is
the licence holder for this technology on the Japanese
market. To give an idea of the technological advances
made by Outdry. Silvio Mondinelli, the mountaine-
er who last year finished climbing the 14 peaks over
8.000 metres on planet Earth (the second Italian to do
so after Reinhold Messner and the sixth person in hi-
story), was among the first to use Nextec technology
in his Gronell high altitude boots, to avoid any risk
of water penetrating and, given the temperature, of ice
forming and causing frostbite. (All rights reserved)



