£ WSA Waterproof boots give Deco a boost

Barcelona and Portugal mldflelder Deco IS the star at the forefront of a new deveiopment to

n common with many other sports, a
game of football can be won by a
single moment of genius; last-minute
free-kicks from specialists such as
Andrea Pirlo, Ronaldinho, Juninho
Pernambucano, Juan Roman Riquelme
and Deco are a classic example.

When this happens, fans and players
alike always go nuts. That's partly
because no one in this situation can ever really
bring themselves to expect the unexpected; it's
an extremely difficult skill, with even the greatest
having a conversion rate of, maybe, one in five.
Plus, if it does win the game, it's often worth
serious money. In the world’s most prestigious
club competition, the UEFA Champions’ League,
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each win in the group stages is worth around
$500,000 in bonus payments to the team.

Therefore, when the dead-ball specialist steps
up to attempt to curl a free-kick over the wall
and into the top corner, you have to hope his
boot and, by extension, his foot are in the best
possible condition. In the rain and snow of a
winter’s night, keeping feet, socks and boots
warm and dry could be the difference between
success and failure.

That's why, at the start of this season, footwear
and apparel brand Umbro launched a new line
of football boot, the Ultra SX, promising a
breakthrough in exactly this area. The company
persuaded Deco, star midfielder for FC
Barcelona and for the Portuguese national team

In wet weather,
professional footballers
often get through three
sets of footwear,
changing to a dry pair
after the warm-up and
at half-time in the game.
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(he was born in Brazil but has a Portuguese
passport), to be the famous face at the launch of
the new boots.

Little did Deco know that, to emphasise the
point that the Ultra SX boot was ideal for playing
in wet conditions, Umbro had decided to
submerge him in a tank of water—on and off—
for four hours and have him kick a specially
treated ball around for the cameras.

It's pure exaggeration for the purposes of
marketing, but Umbro’s conversations with
professional footballers have revealed that
players really don't like playing with wet feet. In
really rainy conditions, many of them will wear
one pair of boots and socks for the warm-up,
another for the first half of the game and a third
set for the remaining 45 minutes.

The aim with the Ultra SX is to stop the feet
from becoming cold and wet, which, as we have
said already, can mean the difference between
winning and losing. Umbro’s belief is that the
waterproof Ultra SX can make a real difference.

Old technology

The boots may be new, but the technology
that makes them waterproof has been on the
market for several years.

It's called Outdry and it's the invention of
Italian firm Nextec. The company’s research and
development manager, Matteo Morlacchi,
explains that Outdry has already made an
impression on the activewear arena, having first
gone into outdoor walking shoes that Gonella,
another Italian company, brought to market
three years ago. Other footwear providers in the
same space, including Lafuma, have since
moved to incorporate the technology in their
shoes too.

It's now decades since Gore started making
apparel waterproof with its membrane
technology. But, as Mr Morlacchi points out, the
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membrane was, at first, in the lining but was not
an integrated part of the jackets or pants. “It was
separate,” he insists. “The garments were
waterproof, but they were uncomfortable
because water stayed in between the layers.”

Gore moved on and, some years later,
introduced two-layer and three-layer laminated
fabrics, joining the membrane and the external
fabric together, taping the ends to seal them. But
sealing shoes with tape is not an option as you
would seal up all the stitching too, compromising
breathability to such an extent that you would
turn shoes into a sauna for feet.

“The state-of-the-art solution to this then
became a kind of waterproof bootee,” Mr
Morlacchi continues. “It works in exactly the
same way as clothing first did with Gore-Tex,
with the waterproof bootee separated from the
upper of the shoe. Water can penetrate it,
leaving a cold feeling for the wearer and
compromising breathability.”

His other main criticism of this technology is
that the bootee is flat, not fitted to the foot,

The Outdry solution has
already been used in outdoor
footwear by companies such
as Lafuma.

@ Lafuma
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The Ultra 5X is the first
football boot to use
Outdry. The technology
makes the boot
waterproof without
compromising on
breathability.
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